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Ahstract: From the earliest urban settlements to today’s
megalopolises, cities have had a magnetic pull on people. Some
historians and thinkers go to the extent of saying that most of the
essential elements of human civilization have emerged from the
crucible of diverse people, ideas and modes of living that are typical
of urban cities. As evidence, they point to the fact that almost all great
centers of education, art, culture, science and other expressions of
the human spirit are to be found in and around cities. Technology has
had a key role to play in the development and progress of
urbanization. Today, nearly 60% of the human population live in
cities, a figure that is estimated to increase to 75% in the next four to
five decades. As we look at a predominantly urban future therefore, a
fundamental question to ask is "Can we use technology to make
cities more livable, more inclusive and more sustainable?" In other
words, technology cannot be value neutral when it comes to
designing and running our cities. If our cities have to therefore truly
become crucibles of the human spirit, many things need to come
together in collective resonance. Technology is one of them but only
if used as an ethical tool for fostering and strengthening the best
values of our civilization and what it means to be human. Then one
crucial question is: how do we get there? While there can be no
definitive answers to such a question, the role that education must
play, would perhaps be crucial — and then the guestion becomes -
what kind of education might that be?
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principal adviser to national river valley projects. He distinguished himself as a teacher, researcher and consultant. He was a fellow of
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