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Reading
thePast

In Defense of Ordinary Criticism

Understanding the past often
leads us to interpret why and
how the present has evolved.
This series will explore the
historical underpinnings that
have shaped the various facets
of the modern world.

It is possible to distinguish between
two modes of social criticism: the one
exemplified in our intellectual and
political-ideological statements about
society (foundational criticism) and
the other in our everyday
goings-about the world (ordinary
criticism). We could criticise a social
practice, say child marriage, by saying
that it violates freedom of choice and
self-determination (a foundational
criticism), or, by saying that most
people wouldn’t do it these days and
so it is an abnormal thing to do (an
ordinary criticism).

Foundational criticism has an
explanatory depth and systemic
character that ordinary criticism
lacks. However, at a second glance,
ordinary criticism seems to track the
nature of our moral lives better and
more wholesomely. This talk tries to
map the implications of pursuing
these two modes of social criticism,
even if the end results were to turn
out to be similar. It hints that
foundational criticism, despite its
philosophical charm, is violative of
our experience.
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